
Welcome to the Abbey Theatre, where 
two beautifully equipped performance 
spaces, busy function rooms and a 
small army of passionate creatives 
come together to form a company that’s 
unparalleled in Hertfordshire.

Audiences travel from far and wide to see 
productions at the Abbey Theatre, and 
they tend to linger long after the curtain 
call. Even the playwrights themselves tip 
their hats to what we do with their work.

What’s coming up? We open the new 
season in September with Home, I’m 
Darling, a clever comedy about the 
aspirations and reality of 21st century 
life. In October, The 39 Steps is a fast-
paced comedy-thriller that hurtles into 
the Studio, with four actors playing 
multiple roles. And because you can 
never have too much comedy, in
November we’ve the ever-popular 
Dad’s Army in a riotously funny stage 
adaptation.

This December our festive family offering 
is Around the World in 80 Days, a brilliant 
adaptation of the Jules Verne novel. 
The show promises plenty of adventure, 
magic and some memorable theatrical 
effects. If you enjoyed last Christmas’s 
The Box of Delights, you won’t want to 
miss it.

In January we have a thought-provoking 
new play, X, set in deep space but 
highlighting familiar issues of isolation 
and uncertainty in modern life. We’ll 
also be hearing from our own Writers 
Group members, who are bringing some 
exciting new plays to the Studio for their 
world premières.

Alongside the Company of Ten 
programme we’re delighted to welcome 
some regular visitors as well as some 
new events. Ever After Productions 
returns in October with a concert of 
music by Jason Robert Brown, and 
Gerard Logan presents Night Terrors, 
three atmospheric ghost stories, in the 
Studio in November.

An evening of classical Indian dance, 
Bharatanatyam: A Story in Motion, will 
bring a completely different vibe to our 
Main Stage. And On That Note, a north 
London a capella group will get the 
festive season off to a great start with 
their eclectic repertoire.

Don’t forget, too, that you can join us in 
September for our Open Day. It offers the 
chance to truly explore what we do at the 
theatre, including backstage tours and a 
sneak peek at the impressive set for that 
production of Home, I’m Darling.

For full details, tickets, and ways to get 
involved, visit www.abbeytheatre.org.uk. 

The Abbey Theatre is for everyone – and 
we’d really love to see you here.

Theatre worth leaving the house for

BOOKING
ONLINE at www.abbeytheatre.org.uk where you 
may also sign up to receive our e-newsletter.

BOX OFFICE on 01727 857861 Monday to 
Friday, 9.30am to 12 noon, and thirty minutes 
before each performance. Closed from mid-July 
until 1 September.

In the main auditorium, rows A to C are at ground 
level, rows D to M are raked.

In the Studio, seats are unreserved.

We are no longer able to send tickets by post.
Discounts are available on bookings of more 
than ten full price seats.

The Box Office opens thirty minutes before each 
performance for collection of tickets.

Latecomers will only be admitted at the discretion 
of the management.

All productions and dates may be subject to 
alteration. Please check online or contact the  
Box Office.

VISITING
The Abbey Theatre is at Westminster Lodge, 
Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL, a short distance 
from the centre of St Albans and the Cathedral. 
There’s plenty of parking nearby, including a 
number of blue badge bays. We have a licensed 
bar, and coffee and ice cream are available  
during intervals.

For the hard of hearing, Sennheiser infrared 
headsets are available from the Manager’s Office.
We warmly welcome wheelchair patrons but, as 
spaces are limited, please check availability 
 when booking.

JOINING
The Company of Ten is St Albans’ longest 
established and most prestigious theatrical group, 
and the resident company at the Abbey Theatre. 
Although, as members, we are unpaid, we aim to 
run the theatre to a professional standard. 

Anyone can join. Besides acting, there are 
opportunities in stage management, design and 
construction, sound, lighting, props, wardrobe, 
marketing, and front of house. You can also 
support us by becoming an Abbey Theatre Friend.

To find out more, please visit  
www.abbeytheatre.org.uk

Follow us on:

Home, I’m Darling
The 39 Steps
Dad’s Army
Night Terrors
Around the World in 80 Days
and more

Box Office: 01727 857861 
www.abbeytheatre.org.uk

Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill,
St Albans AL1 2DL
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5 Sep 2026,  
10am-4pm

18–26 Sep 2026, 8pm
Sunday matinée 20 Sep, 2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Jul 2026
Main Stage

SEPTEMBER
HOME, I’M DARLING

SEPTEMBER
OPEN DAY

COMPANY OF TEN

The Abbey Theatre will be opening its doors to 
welcome everyone at the start of the new season. 
Take a tour of the venue, find out what we do and 
how you could get involved in the fun. There will 
be workshops and demonstrations, the bar will be 
open and refreshments will be on sale.

OCTOBER
A CONCERT  
CELEBRATION OF THE 
MUSIC OF JASON 
ROBERT BROWN
EVER AFTER PRODUCTIONS

Jason Robert Brown is a multiple Tony award-
winning trail blazer of modern musical theatre, 
whose works include The Last Five Years, Parade, 
Bridges of Madison County and many more.

OCTOBER
BHARATANATYAM:  
A STORY IN MOTION

NOVEMBER
DAD’S ARMY

JANUARY
X

DHWANI

Discover the power and precision of 
Bharatanatyam, one of India’s most ancient and 
celebrated classical dance forms. Defined by 
its rhythmic footwork, intricate hand gestures, 
geometric lines and sophisticated ‘Abhinaya’ 
(the art of expression), Bharatanatyam is more 
than a dance, it is a visual language. This 
captivating performance weaves a timeless 
story, bringing ancient heritage to life on the 
modern stage.

13–21 Nov 2026, 8pm
Sunday matinée 15 Nov, 2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Sep 2026
Main Stage

10 October 2026, 7pm
Booking opens 1 July
Tickets TBC
Main Stage

OCTOBER
THE 39 STEPS
Adapted by Patrick Barlow
From the novel by John Buchan
COMPANY OF TEN

This fast-paced, wildly funny comedy adapted 
from John Buchan’s novel, follows Richard Hannay, 
who is drawn into a conspiracy when a mysterious 
woman turns up dead soon after telling him about 
a dangerous plot. Wrongly accused of murder, 
Hannay embarks on an epic journey across 
England and Scotland to hunt down the spies and 
finally clear his name. The award-winning play, 
with its train chases, romance, betrayals and cliff-
hanger moments, will have you laughing out loud.

16–24 Oct 2026, 8pm
Matinées 18 & 24 Oct, 2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Jul 2026
Studio

OCTOBER
STAGE TWO

THE COMPANY OF TEN WRITERS GROUP

A varied programme of new writing by members 
of the Company of Ten Writers Group. Having gone 
through our New View process with a rehearsed 
reading, these one-act plays have their first public 
performances. Check our website for more details 
nearer the time for titles and playwrights.

28–31 Oct 2026, 8pm
Booking opens 1 Sep 2026
Tickets £10 full price,  
£8 concession
Studio

01727 857861
Box Office opening hours
Monday-Friday, 9.30am-12 noon

Please note that the Box Office closes from 
mid-July until 1 September.

You may book online at any time on our 
website.

Company of Ten productions: £15 full price, £13 
concession (December production and visiting 
productions’ ticket prices may vary.)

www.abbeytheatre.org.uk

Please note that all productions are subject 
to alteration. Please check our website for the 
most up-to-date information.

By Alistair McDowall
COMPANY OF TEN

In the deepest depths of the universe, a group of 
strangers share a mission with no clear end point. 
Days pass, or don’t. Conversations repeat, shift 
and break apart. Something isn’t right but no one 
can agree what that something is. As the crew 
try to stay focused, their grip on reality begins to 
loosen. The longer they stay the harder it becomes 
to trust anything - including themselves.

Contains themes of isolation, psychological 
distress, and references to violence and self-harm.

22-30 Jan 2027, 8pm
Matinées 24 & 30 Jan, 
2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Nov 
2026
Studio

When the precise and unflappable Phileas 
Fogg makes an outrageous wager, he sets off 
on a journey that quickly becomes anything 
but predictable. With his resourceful valet 
Passepartout by his side, every leg of the trip 
brings adventure… and often peril. Laura Eason’s 
fresh, fast-moving adaptation transforms the 
classic Jules Verne story into a piece of theatrical 
magic. It’s a show full of daring, energy and wit, 
but it also has heart. All in all, it’s a perfectly 
joyous outing for the family this Christmas.

18 Dec 2026 7.30pm
19 Dec  2pm
20 Dec  2pm & 6pm 
22 Dec  7.30pm
23 Dec  7.30pm
27 Dec  2pm & 6pm
28 Dec  2pm & 6pm
29 Dec  7.30pm

Booking opens 1 Sep 2026
Tickets: £16 full price, £14 concession,  
£10 children (13 & under) 
Main Stage

BookING 
tickets

By E F Benson

Gerard Logan returns to the Abbey Theatre with 
three classic ghost stories, The Dance, In the 
Tube and The Confessions of Charles Linkworth, 
written by a master of the genre. Performed 
to the accompaniment of an original musical 
soundscape, these tales conjure a chilling 
atmosphere in our intimate Studio surroundings.

ON THAT NOTE

This dynamic North London–based a cappella 
group has been dazzling audiences with their 
signature blend of wit, energy and rich vocal 
sound for over ten years. From jazz and pop to folk 
and gospel, their eclectic repertoire is brought to 
life through vibrant, original arrangements and 
razor-sharp ensemble precision — all performed 
without a conductor.

NOVEMBER
NIGHT TERRORS

NOVEMBER  
ON THAT NOTE!

24 November 2026, 8pm
Booking opens 1 Oct 2026
Tickets £15 full price,
£13 concession
Studio

28 Nov 2026, 8pm tbc
Booking opens 1 Oct 2026
Tickets £15 full price,  
£13 concession
Main Stage

By Laura Wade
COMPANY OF TEN

Judy is the perfect housewife: all day she keeps 
their 1950s home in order, preparing for Johnny’s 
return from a hard day at work. She cooks, cleans 
and mixes cocktails, immersed in an idyllic retro 
fantasy. At first, the arrangement seems playful 
and mutually satisfying. But as illusion collides 
with practicality, the couple must confront 
uncomfortable truths about identity, ambition and 
the stories we tell ourselves about happiness.

1-3 Oct 2026, 7.30pm
Booking opens 1 Jul 2026
Tickets £24,  
no concessions
Main Stage

DECEMBER
AROUND THE WORLD 
IN 80 DAYS
By Laura Eason, adapted from the novel 
by Jules Verne
COMPANY OF TEN

OPEN
DAY

By David Croft and Jimmy Perry
COMPANY OF TEN

In this riotously funny stage adaptation of the 
classic comedy, Captain Mainwaring and his 
Home Guard platoon are ready for action – at 
least, in theory. In practice, everything is just a 
little off. Orders are misunderstood, plans fall 
apart and confidence rarely matches ability. 
Whether you know the series or are discovering 
it for the first time, the hilarious characters in this 
brilliant comedy will leave you smiling long after 
the final curtain.
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