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Welcome
There’s almost no end to the
adjectives we could apply to our
new season. It’s an intriguing
mix offering something for
everyone, from the comedy
of Alan Ayckbourn to one of
Shakespeare’s most enigmatic
and thought-provoking dramas.
We begin in September with
Ayckbourn’s Absurd Person
Singular, a comedy of three
couples meeting up at three
Christmas Eves, and how
their relationship develops in
surprising and even disturbing
ways. The comedy continues
in November, when we visit a
charity shop in Liz Lochhead’s
Good Things. It’s a romantic tale
that finds relatable humour in the
turmoil of modern life and love.

Ayckbourn returns at Christmas,
when we’re staging his Mr A’s
Amazing Maze Plays. In this
original family-friendly adventure,
the audience helps tell the story
by deciding which route our
hero, Suzy, takes as she bravely
pursues the sinister soundstealer, Mr Accousticus.
January brings a new version
of Shakespeare’s Measure for
Measure, retold by Derek Coe.
Derek’s version is compact,
energetic and focused on themes
that resonate with us today – not
least the roles of women and
government in society.

Cathedral

This season we’re being Absurd,
Merry, Good – even Amazing.

We’re also delighted to welcome
some superb visiting companies
and artists. Donna Borg will
exhibit her artwork; we celebrate
Sondheim in a charity evening for
Action for Children in Dear Steve;
St Albans Chamber Opera and
Orchestra treat us to Lehár’s The
Merry Widow; and The Femmes
bring Hollywood glamour in a
concert packed with fabulous,
foot-tapping forties musical
classics.
Please support our work as much
as you can. And don’t forget
that if you’d like to get involved
in theatre life, we’ve a range of
volunteering opportunities both
on and offstage. You’d be very
welcome.

SEPTEMBER
DONNA BORG
EXHIBITION

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER
ABSURD PERSON
SINGULAR

HERTS OPEN STUDIOS
St Albans-based artist and Company of Ten
member, Donna Borg, will be exhibiting her
work and doing several live demonstrations
as part of Herts Open Studios. She specialises
in figurative paintings and drawings which
combine realism with a strong expressive
quality. Originals will be on sale and prints may
be ordered.

By Alan Ayckbourn
COMPANY OF TEN

10-16 Sep, 2022
10 Sep 2022 (opening),
6-9pm
11 Sep, 10am-4pm
12-16 Sep, 10am-1pm and
7-9pm
Club Room

Dark humour and content some may find
upsetting.
23 Sep-1 Oct 2022, 8pm
Sunday matinée 25 Sep, 2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Jul 2022
Main Stage

OCTOBER
DEAR STEVE,

OCTOBER
THE MERRY WIDOW

NOVEMBER
GOOD THINGS

EVER AFTER PRODUCTIONS

By Franz Lehár
With a new English adaptation by Philip Salmon

By Liz Lochhead

Eight of St Albans’ leading musical theatre
performers bring you an evening of timeless
classics and updated reworkings from Stephen
Sondheim’s prolific and influential body of work.
Over a 50-year career he reinvented the musical
theatre genre, with works ranging from Sweeney
Todd, Into the Woods, Follies and Company to
Gypsy and West Side Story, garnering eight Tony
and six Olivier awards along the way.
All profits in aid of Action for Children.

8-9 Oct 2022, 7.30pm
Booking opens 1 Sep 2022
Ticket price £20
Main Stage

This brilliantly observed 1970s social comedy
traces the power balance between three couples
in three kitchens over three successive Christmas
Eves. From the new Formica-clad sanctum of the
ambitious Hopcrofts, through the trendy retro
death-trap of the Jacksons to the chilly Victorian
cavern of the Brewster-Wrights, the progressively
alcohol-fuelled characters reveal their anxieties
and prejudices in this incisive, often sharply
bitter, comedy.

ST ALBANS CHAMBER OPERA AND
ORCHESTRA
Baron Zeta, the Ambassador of Pontevedro to
France, attempts to use his guile to convince
Count Danilo Danilovitch to marry the rich widow
Hanna Glawari in order to keep her millions
in their impoverished homeland. Unaware of
their past attachment, Zeta’s plan is fraught
with problems. After a very long wait, SACO are
delighted to bring you Lehár’s wonderful and wellknown tunes woven among scenes full of humour,
pathos, misunderstanding, deception and love.
19-22 Oct 2022, 7.30pm
Saturday matinée 22 Oct,
2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Sep 2022
Tickets £22.50
Main Stage

COMPANY OF TEN
Approaching fifty, Susan finds herself newly
divorced, unexpectedly redundant, and living in
her childhood home, looking after her elderly
father and teenage daughter. Set in the charity
shop where she volunteers, this touching
romantic comedy examines the stresses of
modern life, the perils of internet dating, and the
value of love, family and friendship.

11-19 Nov 2022, 8pm
Sunday matinée 13 Nov, 2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Sep 2022
Studio

NOVEMBER
SHAKESPEARE
SCHOOLS FESTIVAL

NOVEMBER
THE FEMMES FESTIVE
CONCERT

CORAM SHAKESPEARE SCHOOLS
FOUNDATION

THE FEMMES

Participating schools are yet to be confirmed.
Check our website for more information. The
Foundation offers young people the chance to
bring a series of unique abridged Shakespeare
productions to the stage.

21-22 Nov 2022, 7pm
Public booking opens
1 Nov 2022
Main Stage

Oozing with Golden Age Hollywood glamour,
this trio of starlets whisk the glory of the
1940s to today. The Femmes infuse classic
vintage numbers with your favourite current
hits, so expect everything from Frank Sinatra
to Britney Spears. With more fizz than a glass
of champagne, these gals will ensure you jump
and jive the night away!

26 Nov 2022, 8pm
Booking opens 1 Sep 2022
Ticket prices £13 full price,
£12 concession
Main Stage

DECEMBER
MR A’S AMAZING
MAZE PLAYS

JANUARY - FEBRUARY
MEASURE FOR
MEASURE

By Alan Ayckbourn
COMPANY OF TEN

By William Shakespeare, adapted by Derek Coe
COMPANY OF TEN

Suzy lives with her mother and her dog, Neville.
When the mysterious Mr Accousticus moves
into the large, deserted house opposite, strange
things start to happen. Their neighbour, Mr
Passerby, a former opera singer, loses his voice.
The birds in the garden fall silent. Even Neville
loses his bark. Could these inexplicable events
be linked? You can help to solve the mystery by
guiding Suzy and Neville through Mr Accousticus’
maze-like house.

The Duke of Vienna steps aside from public life,
charging his two deputies to tighten up morality
laws, then disguises himself as a friar to spy
on them. He’s dismayed by their decisions
and returns to reward everyone in accordance
with their actions: in other words, measure for
measure. This pared-down adaptation focuses
on issues that resonate today - hypocrisy in
government, morality, sexual harassment and
the wider role of women.

This family tale of villainous intrigue and daring
adventure has plenty of audience participation as
you decide what Suzy and Neville should do next.
Booking opens 1 Sep 2022
Tickets: £15 full price, £13 concession,
£9 children (13 & under)
Main Stage

17 Dec 2022
18 Dec
20 Dec
21 Dec
22 Dec
23 Dec
27 Dec
28 Dec

2.30pm & 5.30pm
2.30pm & 5.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
2.30pm & 5.30pm
2.30pm & 5.30pm

27 Jan–4 Feb 2023, 8pm
Sunday matinée 29 Jan,
2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Nov 2022
Studio

BookING
tickets
01727 857861
Box Office opening hours
Monday-Friday, 9.30am-12 noon
Please note that the Box Office closes from
mid-July until 1 September.
You may book online at any time on our
website.
Company of Ten productions: £13 full price, £12
concession (Other ticket prices may vary)
www.abbeytheatre.org.uk
Please note that all productions are subject
to alteration. Please check our website for the
most up-to-date information.

FEBRUARY–JULY 2023
THE INCIDENT ROOM
By Olivia Hurst and David Byrne

SEPARATE TABLES
By Terence Rattigan

JEEVES AND
WOOSTER IN ‘PERFECT
NONSENSE’

By The Goodale Brothers, based on the works of
PG Wodehouse

HOME
By David Storey

BOOKING
ONLINE at www.abbeytheatre.org.uk where you
may also sign up to receive our e-newsletter.
Not to Scale

BOX OFFICE on 01727 857861 Monday to
Friday, 9.30am to 12 noon, and thirty minutes
before each performance. Closed from mid-July
until 1 September.
Cathedral

Not to Scale

In the main auditorium, rows A to C are at ground
level, rows D to M are raked. In the Studio, seats
are unreserved.
If ordering by phone or online, please allow a week
for postal delivery. Discounts are available on
bookings of more than ten full price seats.
The Box Office opens thirty minutes before each
performance for collection of tickets. Latecomers
will only be admitted at the discretion of the
management.
All productions and dates may be subject to
alteration. Please check online or contact the
Box Office.

VISITING
The Abbey Theatre is at Westminster Lodge,
Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL, a short distance
from the centre of St Albans and the Cathedral.
There’s plenty of parking nearby, including a
number of blue badge bays.

We have a licensed bar, and coffee and ice
cream are available during intervals. For the hard
of hearing, Sennheiser infrared headsets are
available from the Manager’s Office. We warmly
welcome wheelchair patrons but, as spaces are
limited, please check availability when booking.

JOINING
The Company of Ten is St Albans’ longest
established and most prestigious theatrical group,
and the resident company at the Abbey Theatre.
Although, as members, we are unpaid, we aim to
run the theatre to a professional standard.
Anyone can join. Besides acting, there are
opportunities in stage management, design and
construction, sound, lighting, props, wardrobe,
marketing and front of house. You can also
support us by becoming an Abbey Theatre Friend.
To find out more, please visit
www.abbeytheatre.org.uk

Follow us on:

