After Electra
When This Is Over
One Man, Two Guvnors
Footloose
3Women
A Bunch of Amateurs
Goodnight Mister Tom
and more

JANUARy
–JULY
2022
Comedy, Drama, Opera, Music

Box Office: 01727 857861
www.abbeytheatre.org.uk
Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill,
St Albans AL1 2DL

Welcome
We kick off in January with After
Electra, April De Angelis’s black
comedy about ageing, and then
in February we’ve One Man, Two
Guvnors, the hilarious show by
Richard Bean that made James
Corden the toast of New York.
April sees St Albans Youth
Music Theatre take on the
musical Footloose, guaranteed
to get everybody’s feet tapping
(in a socially distanced way,
of course). Later that month
we’re presenting one of the first
amateur productions of Katy
Brand’s fabulous comedy drama,
3Women.

And the laughs don’t end there.
May brings A Bunch of Amateurs
by Ian Hislop and Nick Newman,
in which an American movie
star plays Lear for a very unHollywood English amateur
dramatic society, and in June
we have the stage adaptation of
Michelle Magorian’s evergreen
family classic, Goodnight Mister
Tom.
No season would be complete
without our Company of Teens,
who in February share a devised
show called When This Is Over.
We’re also delighted to welcome
back our old friends Staje,
Theatrix, St Albans Chamber
Opera & Orchestra and Stratford
Productions. Plus, we’re
welcoming the theatre group,
Ugly Bucket, for the first time. If
their show is half as interesting
as their name, we’ll be in for a real
treat – come along and see what
you think.

Cathedral

If you haven’t had much to smile
about lately, the Company of
Ten’s 2022 line-up could be just
the tonic you need.

If you haven’t been back to
see us post-lockdown, please
be assured that we’re doing
everything we can to keep
everyone safe on their visit. You
can view our regularly updated
COVID-19 regulations on our
website, where of course you can
also book tickets and discover
our volunteering opportunities.

JANUARY / APRIL
STAJE IN CONCERT
ST ALBANS JAZZ ENSEMBLE
Staje is delighted to be returning to the Abbey
Theatre twice in early 2022. Their engaging
mix of jazz, blues, swing and Big Band classics,
infused with their special brand of talent and
fun, makes a great evening’s entertainment.

6 Jan 2022, 8pm
Booking opens 1 Dec 2021
14 Apr 2022, 8pm
Booking opens 1 Feb 2022
Tickets £15
Main Stage

JANUARY-FEBRUARY
AFTER ELECTRA
By April De Angelis
COMPANY OF TEN

Virgie, an eccentric free spirit of the 1960s,
invites her family and friends to a birthday
celebration. There she drops a bombshell that
forces everyone to deal with the complexities
of self-determination, the sacrifices demanded
by motherhood and the cruel nature of
the ageing process. Will her loved ones go
along with her plans or will the secrets that
come to light lead to a new beginning? The
play explores big themes in a way that’s
entertaining and deeply moving.

FEBRUARY
THE PLAYLET’S
THE THING
THEATRIX PERFORMING ARTS
The Theatrix annual showcase promises
to be a cocktail of dramatic excitement,
exploring ‘play’ and ‘the play’ through the
eyes of children and young people. There will
be a medley of scripted scenes, adaptations,
original writing, dance, movement, singing,
sketches and improvisations.
Only full price and concession tickets are
available from our Box Office. For other ticket
types, see www.theatrix.co.uk where you can
check details of each performance.

FEBRUARY
WHEN THIS IS OVER
In association with Company Three
COMPANY OF TEENS

The Company of Teens have used source
materials from Company Three to produce
their own unique production as part of this
nationwide youth project. It’s a story of pivotal
moments that can change young lives forever.
It explores teenage aspirations, frustrations
and dreams, and their responses to personal
and global issues, especially COVID-19 and the
climate emergency. It’s also a celebration of
hope, enthusiasm, creativity and the power of
storytelling.

Contains strong language
and adult themes.
28–29 Jan & 1–5 Feb
2022, 8pm
Sunday matinée 30 Jan,
2.30pm
Booking from 1 Nov 2021
Studio

10-12 Feb 2022, 7.30pm
Saturday matinée 12 Feb,
3.30pm
Booking opens 1 Jan 2022
Main Stage

18 & 19 Feb 2022, 8pm
Booking opens 1 Jan 2022
Studio

FEBRUARY-MARCH
ONE MAN,
TWO GUVNORS

MARCH
JEKYLL AND HYDE/
DRAMA KING

MARCH
THE MERRY WIDOW

By Richard Bean
Based on The Servant of Two Masters by Carlo Goldoni
With songs by Grant Olding

COMPANY OF TEN
In 1960s Brighton, Francis Henshall accidentally
becomes minder to two men: local gangster,
Roscoe Crabbe and upper-class criminal, Stanley
Stubbers. Chaos reigns as Henshall struggles to
keep them apart. This award-winning play is a
glorious celebration of British comedy: laughout-loud satire, slapstick humour, mistaken
identity, brilliant characters, superb one-liners
and toe-tapping songs.
25 Feb-5 Mar 2022, 8pm
Sunday matinée 27 Feb
2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Dec 2021
Main Stage

STRATFORD PRODUCTIONS AND
COMPANY OF TEN

By Franz Lehár
With a new English adaptation by Philip Salmon
ST ALBANS CHAMBER OPERA AND
ORCHESTRA

Two compelling solo shows written and
performed by Mark Stratford. The first is a
mystery tale that explores the inexorable conflict between good and evil. The second, laced
with humour, drama and emotion, tells the
story of William Charles Macready, one of the
greatest actor-managers of the 19th century.
Stratford’s powerful storytelling and masterful
character creation bring both tales to life in a
vivid and compelling way.

Baron Zeta, the Pontevedrin Ambassador
to Paris, attempts to convince Count Danilo
Danilovich to marry the rich widow Hanna
Glawari in order to keep her millions in their
impoverished homeland. Unaware of their
past attachment, Zeta’s plan is fraught with
problems. After a long wait, SACO are delighted
to bring you Lehár’s wonderful and well-known
tunes, woven into scenes full of humour,
pathos, misunderstanding and love.

12 Mar 2022, 8pm,
The Strange Case of
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
13 Mar 2022, 2.30pm,
Drama King
Booking opens 1 Jan 2022
Studio

23-26 Mar 2022, 7.30pm
Saturday matinée 26 Mar,
2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Jan 2022
Tickets £22.50
Main Stage

APRIL
FOOTLOOSE

APRIL
3WOMEN

MAY
A BUNCH OF AMATEURS

Stage adaptation by Dean Pitchford
and Walter Bobbie
Music by Tom Snow, lyrics by Dean Pitchford
ST ALBANS YOUTH MUSIC THEATRE

By Katy Brand
COMPANY OF TEN

By Ian Hislop and Nick Newman
COMPANY OF TEN

Suzanne is getting married. She’s invited her
daughter and her mother to a posh hotel to
celebrate the night before the wedding. But
it seems these three women have little in
common – and a lot of emotional baggage to
unpack. As the champagne flows and tempers
fray, nothing is off limits in this frank and funny
exploration of what it means to be a woman, a
mother or a daughter in the 21st century.

Fading Hollywood action hero, Jefferson
Steele, arrives in England to play King Lear
in Stratford – only to find that this is not the
birthplace of the Bard but a sleepy Suffolk
village. The cast are amateurs trying to save
their theatre from developers. Jefferson’s ego,
vanity and insecurity are tested to the limit by
the enthusiastic am-dram thespians. As acting
worlds collide and Jefferson’s career implodes,
he discovers some truths about himself.

7-9 Apr 2022, 7.30pm
Saturday matinée 9 Apr,
2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Jan 2022
Main Stage

Contains strong language
and adult themes.

13-21 May 2022, 8pm
Sunday matinée 15 May,
2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Feb 2022
Main Stage

JUNE
GOODNIGHT
MISTER TOM

JULY
COCK

JULY
GOOD GRIEF

By Mike Bartlett
COMPANY OF TEN

UGLY BUCKET AND THE ART OF GRIEVING

A feel-good musical based on the smash hit
1984 film. Ren McCormack and his mother
are shocked when they discover their new
hometown has made dancing illegal. Ren takes
on the town council to reverse the ban, but
Reverend Shaw Moore threatens to stand in his
way.

Adapted by David Wood
from the novel by Michelle Magorian
COMPANY OF TEN
September 1939. William Beech, a young boy
from an unhappy background, is evacuated to
live with reclusive widower, Tom Oakley. The
relationship is difficult at first, but gradually the
unlikely pair form a warm, devoted attachment.
Will makes friends, including Zach, another
evacuee, and finds happiness for the first time,
until he is summoned back to war-torn London
by his abusive mother.
10-18 Jun 2022, 8pm
Sunday matinée 12 Jun,
2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Feb 2022
Main Stage

22-30 Apr 2022, 8pm
Sunday matinée 24 Apr,
2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Feb 2022
Studio

John has been in a relationship with his
boyfriend for seven years, but while they’re
on a break, he is surprised to discover he is
physically attracted to a woman. Torn between
his two lovers, he finds himself riddled with
guilt and confusion. The play offers a witty and
compassionate look at one man’s struggle with
his own sexuality and the difficulties that arise
when he realises he has a choice.

Contains strong language
and adult themes.
1-9 Jul 2022, 8pm
Sunday matinée 3 Jul,
2.30pm
Booking opens 1 Feb 2022
Studio

A dying man’s last wish: for his friends to
create a show about death. Featured by BBC
Stories, Good Grief is a paranormal physical
performance of loss, and the memories left
behind, brought to you by ‘one of the UK’s
most exciting young theatre companies’ (New
Diorama).
Profit from the performance will be donated
to Rennie Grove Hospice Care and the OLLIE
Foundation.

20 Jul 2022, 8pm
Booking opens 1 Apr 2022
Tickets £15
Main Stage

Book
tickets
01727 857861
Box Office opening hours

Monday–Friday, 9.30am–12 noon
Please note that the Box Office closes from
mid-July until 1 September.
You may book online at any time via our website.
Company of Ten productions: £13 full price,
£12 concession (other ticket prices may vary)

www.abbeytheatre.org.uk
Please note that all productions are subject
to alteration. Please check our website for the
most up-to-date information.

BOOKING
ONLINE at www.abbeytheatre.org.uk where you
may also sign up to receive our e-newsletter.
Not to Scale

BOX OFFICE on 01727 857861 Monday to
Friday, 9.30am to 12 noon, and thirty minutes
before each performance. Closed from mid-July
until 1 September.
Cathedral

Not to Scale

In the main auditorium, rows A to C are at ground
level, rows D to M are raked.In the Studio, seats
are unreserved. Some of our performances may
be socially distanced. Please check our website or
ask the Box Office before booking.
If ordering by phone or online, please allow a
week for postal delivery. Discounts are available
on bookings of more than ten full price seats.
The Box Office opens thirty minutes before each
performance for collection of tickets. Latecomers
will only be admitted at the discretion of the
management.
All productions and dates may be subject to
alteration. Please check online or contact the
Box Office.

VISITING
The Abbey Theatre is at Westminster Lodge,
Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL, a short distance
from the centre of St Albans and the Cathedral.
There’s plenty of parking nearby, including a
number of blue badge bays.

We have a licensed bar, and coffee and ice
cream are available during intervals. For the hard
of hearing, Sennheiser infrared headsets are
available from the Manager’s Office. We warmly
welcome wheelchair patrons but, as spaces are
limited, please check availability when booking.

JOINING
The Company of Ten is St Albans’ longest
established and most prestigious theatrical group,
and the resident company at the Abbey Theatre.
Although, as members, we are unpaid, we aim to
run the theatre to a professional standard.
Anyone can join. Besides acting, there are
opportunities in stage management, design and
construction, sound, lighting, props, wardrobe,
marketing and front of house. You can also
support us by becoming an Abbey Theatre Friend.
To find out more, please visit
www.abbeytheatre.org.uk

Follow us on:

