
Welcome, detectives! 
race yourselves, St Albans sleuths – we’ve had startling news. 

The star of the Abbey Theatre’s Christmas play, Arrietty Clock, 

has gone missing. We desperately need your help to find her, 

or the show mightn’t be able to go ahead! 

In case you don’t know, Arrietty is what’s called a Borrower. That 

means she’s a tiny person who lives under the floorboards of a big 

house with her family. Borrowers ‘borrow’ from the human owners to 

furnish their little home. But because Arrietty longs for freedom, she’s 

gone on an adventure – and that’s where she needs your help. 

Poor Arrietty made her way into the library of the 

house she lives in and got herself trapped under 

one of the books. Your job is to work out which 

book by following our trail. When you come 

across a clue, the answer will lead you to the 

title or author of one of the books on the back of 

this leaflet. Cross that book off, and by the end 

of the trail just one book will remain – the one 

that’s squashing Arrietty.  

The trail starts and ends at the Books on the Hill 

bookshop, at the top of Holywell Hill. There’s 

plenty of parking near the theatre if you need it 

(put AL1 2DL into your satnav). The trail should 

take about ninety minutes, but tread carefully. 

You’ll need to cross a few busy roads.  

When you’ve discovered which book has trapped Arrietty, send your 

answer with your name and address to borrowerstrail@gmail.com by 

December 20th. You’ll be entered into a draw, and one winner will 

receive a £20 voucher to spend on sweets and drinks at the theatre 

when they come to see the show. 

There’s more information about the show on the inside back page.  
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CLUE 6 

There’s a suggestion 

here that the Lord 

should be – what? The 

first seven letters of the 

word we need are also 

the first seven letters of 

a book we can scratch 

off our lists.  

 

CLUE 5 

Look down to discover 

a Mr Savage. He shares 

a first name with an 

author whose book we 

can cross off our list of 

possible locations.  

 

DIRECTIONS 

Carefully cross the road 

back to the left-hand 

pavement, then cross 

over Bricket Road to 

continue to the junction 

with Hatfield Road 

opposite the Peacock 

pub. Pause on the 

corner to look around 

for your next clue. 

DIRECTIONS 

Follow the path into the 

middle of the 

churchyard and when 

the paths cross take 

the left-hand turn, with 

the church on your 

right. Signpost  4 

contains useful 

information. 

 

CLUE 7 

The board refers to a 

mental health pioneer 

who’s buried nearby. 

His surname appears in 

the title of another book 

that you can toss aside.  

DIRECTIONS 

Turn left into 

Marlborough Road, 

keeping to the left-hand 

pavement. Cross New 

Kent Road then keep 

your eyes peeled for 

your next clue on the 

left. 

 

CLUE 4 

Commemorated on the 

church building is 

someone called 

Marriott. The word that 

precedes their surname 

can also be found on 

the front of a book we 

can safely set aside. 

DIRECTIONS 

At the end of 

Marlborough Road, turn 

left then use the 

pedestrian crossing to 

cross Victoria Street. 

Turn right and then 

almost immediately left 

onto Upper 

Marlborough Road and 

cross over to the right-

hand pavement. Stop 

when you get to the sign 

by Aecom House.  

 

DIRECTIONS 

Use the pedestrian 

crossing to cross 

Hatfield Road then turn 

left, towards Veer 

Dhara restaurant. 

Immediately after the 

restaurant is a small 

alleyway on your right. 

Walk down the side of 

the restaurant. 

DIRECTIONS 

Arrietty is hidden behind 

a book, so it makes 

sense to start your 

search at Books on the 

Hill at 1 Holywell Hill, 

AL1 . 

 

CLUE 3 

Across the road, 

between a café and a 

takeaway, you can make 

out an old sign on a 

wall. On the top line of 

the sign are two initials. 

They’re also the initials 

of a book title that 

Arrietty isn’t squashed 

under – cross it off.  

CLUE 1 

Look in the windows at 

the golden tree. Which 

creature is sitting on the 

right-hand branch? 

You’ll see its name 

hidden in a word on the 

front of one of the 

books. Cross that book 

off your list.  

DIRECTIONS 

To continue your 

search, walk up to the 

Peahen Junction, cross 

over London Road, then 

turn right and walk 

down London Road on 

the left-hand pavement. 

Keep your eyes peeled 

for a suspicious golden 

moustache on the 

opposite side of the 

road, but don’t cross 

over. 

CLUE 2 

There’s a year engraved 

on the wall above. Take 

the second and third 

numerals of the year 

and translate them into 

the matching letter of 

the alphabet. (1=A, 2=B, 

etc.) A person with 

those letters as their 

initials is on a book – 

cross that book off too! 
 

DIRECTIONS 

Carefully cross over the 

Maltings Service Yard 

then continue down 

London Road, pausing 

on the corner of 

Marlborough Road to 

spot your next clue. 

 

Your investigation begins... 



CLUE 11 

At the corner at the 

other end of the street 

cross Cross Street to 

the church. Discover 

the surname of the 

Reverend who runs this 

place. That name’s in a 

book title we can 

remove from our list of 

possibles. 

DIRECTIONS 

Turn right down Upper 

Dagnall Street, then use 

the zebra crossing to 

cross over to Lower 

Dagnall Street. Follow the 

road down, using the 

right-hand pavement and 

carefully crossing over 

College Street. Your next 

clue will be found on the 

pub on the right-hand 

side. 

 

DIRECTIONS 

Keep walking down St 

Peter’s Street. Turn left 

at Barclays Bank and 

walk in the direction of 

the Alban Arena. Your 

next clue can be found 

on your right, but don’t 

go too far!  

 

CLUE 10 

Hunt around until you 

find some masonry 

produced by a mason (!) 

The first word of its 

name also appears in a 

book title. Cross that 

book off.  

 

DIRECTIONS 

Retrace your steps onto 

St Peter’s Street and 

use the pedestrian 

crossing to cross the 

road. Turn left, keeping 

your wits about you and 

negotiating the 

shoppers. You’re 

looking for Spencer 

Street – when you find 

it, use the left-hand 

pavement, turning left 

again when you get to 

Cross Street.  

CLUE 9 

Find a plaque which 

looks like it’s 

commemorating an 

accident on a 

motorway. (It’s not.) 

The number on the 

plaque can also be 

found in an author’s 

name – cross that book 

off the list.  

CLUE 8 

Look for where the 

name Clock should be 

on the WWII section of 

the memorial. Now 

count four down. The 

name you’ll find is in 

the title of another book 

to discount.  

 

DIRECTIONS 

Cross back over Cock 

Lane and use the 

pedestrian crossing by the 

Blacksmiths Arms to 

cross Hatfield Road. Turn 

right then left to walk 

down St Peter’s Street. 

Walk down the left-hand 

pavement until you pass 

Mallinson House. The next 

clue is hard to spot, so 

look very carefully.  

DIRECTIONS 

Continue on the path 

out of the churchyard 

onto Cock Lane. Cross 

over to the war 

memorial, which has 

information you need. 

 

CLUE 12 

In the writing around a 

circular plaque, take the 

last letter of the 

penultimate word in the 

sentence and the first 

letter of the last word. 

They’re the initials of an 

author whose book we 

can cross off.  

When you’ve worked out which book is 

hiding Arrietty, don’t forget to email us 

and let us know – you could win £20 of 

goodies at the theatre. And if you’ve 

enjoyed the trail, tell your friends. They 

might be almost as a good a detective as 

you are. See you at the play! 

DIRECTIONS 

One more clue to go. 

Head through Vintry 

Gardens, crossing 

diagonally to leave by 

the gate in the far left-

hand corner. Turn left 

on Sumpter Yard, then 

turn left again onto 

Holywell Hill, walking up 

the hill until you spot 

your final clue! 

 

CLUE 15 

Look around until you 

find three Ps. 

Underneath, and to the 

left, you’ll find the name 

of a passageway. The 

first three letters of that 

name appear in the 

name of the author of 

the last book to strike 

from the list.  

CLUE 14 

Vines were planted here 

to celebrate 25 years of 

friendship between St 

Albans and a German 

city. The first word of 

that city’s name can be 

found in the 

penultimate book to 

cross off. You’ve 

almost found her! 

 

CLUE 13 

A yard on the left has 

an old-fashioned name. 

The seventh to tenth 

letters of that name are 

the forename of an 

author whose book can 

be removed from the 

search. 

DIRECTIONS 

Cross Lower Dagnall 

Street and proceed 

down Queen Street, 

following the bend 

round to the left. At the 

junction cross over 

Spicer Street and turn 

right, keeping to the 

left-hand pavement. At 

the junction with 

George Street, turn left 

and head up the street 

for the next clue.  

DIRECTIONS 

Cross over George 

Street and keep 

heading up the hill, this 

time using the right-

hand pavement. When 

you get to Waxhouse 

Gate turn right and go 

under the arch, 

following the path 

down to Vintry 

Gardens. Enter the 

gardens and turn to 

your left.  



 
 

f you’d like to see the Abbey Theatre’s Christmas production of 

The Borrowers, tickets are available (at the time of writing) at our 

web site at www.abbeytheatre.org.uk or at the theatre Box 

Office. The play begins on Friday 17 December and runs until 

Tuesday 28 December, with 

performance times alternating 

between 2.30pm, 5.30pm and 

7.30pm. 

You’ll have picked up most of the 

story by now. Arrietty Clock lives 

with her parents under the 

floorboards of a country house. 

But Arrietty longs for freedom, 

fresh air, and sunshine on her 

face. When they are discovered 

by the ‘human beans’, they set 

off to find a new home and their 

long-lost relations, facing many 

challenges along the way. 

The British Theatre Guide called 

the play ‘a highly enjoyable two-

hour adventure’. For London Theatre, it is ‘rollicking, rough-and- 

tumble, laugh-a-minute’. Wales Arts Review remarked that ‘it contains 

an important and hope-filled message—that it is possible for the little 

people to triumph.’ 

This delightful play will enchant young and old alike, making it the 

perfect festive treat for everyone. 

The play is based on the book by Mary Norton and adapted by Charles 

Way. This is an amateur production presented with permission of The 

deFaria Company. 
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