Office Suite / Dealing with Clair
/ The Pitmen Painters / George’s
Marvellous Medicine / Alligators /
and more

BOOKING
ONLINE at www.abbeytheatre.org.uk
where you can also select individual
seats for Main Stage performances.
BOX OFFICE on 01727 857861 Monday
to Friday, 9.30am to 12 noon and on
Not to Scale
performance evenings from 30 minutes
before curtain up.
In the Main Stage auditorium, rows A to C are
at ground level, while rows D to M are raked.

Not to Scale

In the Studio, seats are unreserved.
If ordering by phone or online, please allow a
week for delivery if tickets are to be posted.
Discounts are available on bookings of more
than ten full price seats. The Box Office opens
thirty minutes before each performance for
the collection of tickets. Latecomers will
only be admitted at the discretion of the
management.
All productions and dates may be subject to
alteration. Please check with the Box Office.
Please sign up for our e-newsletters at www.
abbeytheatre.org.uk

VISITING
The Abbey Theatre can be found at
Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill, St Albans,
AL1 2DL close to the centre of St Albans.
There’s plenty of parking nearby and a
licensed bar inside. Coffee and ice cream are
available during intervals.

For the hard of hearing, Sennheiser
infrared headsets are available from the
Manager’s Office. We warmly welcome
wheelchair patrons but, as spaces are limited,
please check availability when booking. An
audio description is available for certain
performances on the Main Stage for those
with impaired sight. The description is
delivered via a headset, which we supply.
Please book in advance via the Box Office if
you would like to use the service.

JOINING
The Company of Ten is St Albans’
oldest and most prestigious theatrical group,
and the resident company at the Abbey
Theatre. While everyone at the Company
is a volunteer, we aim to run the theatre to
a professional standard. Anyone can join.
Besides acting, there are opportunities in
stage management, set design, construction,
lighting, sound, props, wardrobe, marketing
and front of house.
To find out more, please visit
www.abbeytheatre.org.uk

Follow us on:

September
2019–
JANuary
2020
Comedy, Drama, Opera, Music

Box Office: 01727 857861
www.abbeytheatre.org.uk
Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill,
St Albans AL1 2DL

SEPTEMBER
OFFICE SUITE
By Alan Bennett
Company of Ten

Alan Bennett’s Office Suite consists of two
highly entertaining one-act plays, each with
beautifully written characters. In A Visit
from Miss Prothero, a secretary upsets the
contented retirement of her former boss with
the latest office gossip. In Green Forms, filing
clerk Doreen lives in envy of her co-worker’s
superior grade and in fear of the advent of new
computer systems.

SEPTEMBER
COMEDY NIGHT
AT THE ABBEY
THEATRE
Humdingers Comedy

Humdingers Comedy returns for the new
season with more hilarious headliners and
sensational support artists.
Booking only via their website
humdingerscomedy.com

OCTOBER
DEALING WITH CLAIR
By Martin Crimp
Company of Ten

This bleakly humorous thriller skilfully exposes
a contemporary society where moral dilemmas
and suburban greed lie below the apparently
civilised veneer of daily life. Estate agent Clair
has a buyer for Mike and Liz’s London home,
but persuasively charming James comes along
with a cash offer. He also inveigles his way into
Clair’s private life as it becomes clear how he
plans to deal with her.

OCTOBER
THE BOATSWAIN’S
MATE
By Ethel Smyth
St Albans Chamber Opera

A Comic Opera in two acts.
A comic tale of the unrequited affections of
Harry Benn for Mrs Waters the landlady of The
Beehive Inn. Harry resolves to prove she needs
a ‘man’ and enlists the help of one Ned Travers.
Harry conspires that Ned should burgle The
Beehive in order that Harry can rush in and win
his prize – but does he?

20-21, 24-28 September
2019, 8pm
Sunday Matinée 22
September, 2.30pm
Booking opens 1 July 2019
Main Stage

26 September 2019, 8pm
31 October 2019, 8pm
28 November 2019, 8pm
Studio

11-12, 15-19 October 2019,
8pm
Sunday Matinee 13
October, 2.30pm
Booking opens 1 July 2019
Studio

24-25 October 2019, 8pm
Booking opens 1
September 2019
Studio

OCTOBER
CON-FUSION IN
CONCERT

NOVEMBER
FOLK AT THE MALTINGS
- TRANSFERRED

NOVEMBER
THE PITMEN PAINTERS
By Lee Hall
Company of Ten

NOVEMBER
SHAKESPEARE
SCHOOLS FESTIVAL

When a group of coal miners begin evening
classes with a college professor, they want to
learn about art: what’s good, what’s bad and
what it all means. But soon the men discover
that there’s more to the art world than they’d
first thought. And when they start painting
for themselves, the art world discovers
there’s more to this group of miners than they
expected, too.

Shakespeare Schools Foundation is proud
to present the world’s largest youth drama
festival at the Abbey Theatre.
Join us this autumn for an exhilarating evening
of theatre, featuring a series of unique abridged
Shakespeare productions by local schools. See
Shakespeare’s timeless stories brought to life
like never before, and support young people
from your community as they take to the Abbey
Theatre stage.

Con-Fusion

St Albans Folk
Featuring Tom Moore and Archie
Churchill-Moss

Con-Fusion are a local band well known to
many at the Abbey Theatre. All of the band
members have a professional background and
Tom Moore, viola, and Archie Churchill-Moss,
are delighted to be back with a show featuring
button accordion, have become key performers
an eclectic range of popular material from
on the instrumental folk music scene in the
the last 100 years or so with an emphasis on
past few years. As a duo, they perform a
returns to
tuneful harmony and a good dash of humour.
programme of new instrumental music, mostly
T HE A BBEY
T HEATRE S TUDIO
Once again they are supporting
Cancer
their own compositions, with influences
S
T A LBANS
Research from the proceeds. Comeforalong
for
from all corners of Northern Europe and from
an evening
of a
fun evening and support a great
cause.
Harmony,
Humour and Swing! contemporary art music.

Con-Fusion

IN AID OF RENNIE GROVE HOSPICE CARE

1 November 2019, 8pm
Tickets: £12, Students
and concessions £11.
Under 18 £7.50
Booking opens 1
September 2019
Studio

26 October 2019, 8pm
Booking opens 1
September 2019
Studio

Friday 28th and
NOVEMBER Saturday
29th June 2013 DECEMBER
7.30pm
GEORGE’S
DON GIOVANNI
By W A Mozart
MARVELLOUS
Rogue Opera
MEDICINE
Rogue Opera gives Mozart’s Don Giovanni
Tickets £12.00
from The Abbey Theatre Box Office
01727 857861

www.con-fusion.co.uk

modern-day spin…
Set during Fashion Week in Milan, the famous
lothario - head of the brand Don G - uses his
power, status and wealth to charm, seduce and
deceive. His assistant Leporello reluctantly
aids his boss’s debauchery, Donna Anna seeks
justice, Donna Elvira hopes for reform, but will
Don Giovanni be punished for his crimes?

21-23 November 2019,
7.45pm
Sunday Matinée 24
November, 2.30pm
Booking opens 1
September 2019
Tickets £22.00, £19.00
concession
Studio

JANUARY
STAJE IN CONCERT
St Albans Jazz Ensemble

Their eleventh year at the Abbey Theatre and
still going strong! This popular local ensemble
returns with its engaging mix of jazz, blues,
swing and Big Band classics, all infused with
Staje’s special brand of talent and enthusiasm.
Don’t miss it.

9 January 2020, 8pm
Booking opens 1 November
2019
Main Stage

8-9, 12-16 November 2019,
8pm
Sunday Matinée 10
November, 2.30pm
Booking opens 1 July 2019
Main Stage

18-19 November 2019, 7pm
Public booking opens 4
November 2019
Main Stage

Booking opens 1 July 2019
Main Stage

Book
tickets

14 December

2.30pm & 5.30pm

15 December

2.30pm & 5.30pm

20 December

7.30pm

By Roald Dahl adapted by David Wood
Company of Ten

21 December

2.30pm & 5.30pm

22 December

2.30pm & 5.30pm

George lives on a ramshackle old farm with his
parents. Life is already hectic, but it gets even
worse when his appalling Grandma comes to
stay. Fed up of her rudeness, he plays a trick
on her by concocting a ‘new and improved’
medicine – but the consequences are much,
much more than he bargained for. And after
Grandma bursts through the ceiling, George’s
father decides to try the medicine on the
animals, with hilarious results...

23 December

7.30pm

27 December

7.30pm

28 December

2.30pm & 5.30pm

29 December

2.30pm & 5.30pm

Box Office: 01727 857861
www.abbeytheatre.org.uk
Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill,
St Albans AL1 2DL
Audio description may be available on some
Main Stage productions. Please contact the
Box Office no less than 14 days before the first
performance for details.
All productions and dates may be subject to
alteration. Please check with the Box Office.

GEORGE’S

arveLlous Medicine
M
By Roald Dahl adapted by David Wood

JANUARY
ALLIGATORS
By Andrew Keatley
Company of Ten

A successful teacher with a loving family,
Daniel has everything he wants. But he’s
forced to watch his whole world crumble as
an allegation is made against him by a former
pupil. Is he guilty? And does it even matter,
as the press and public have already made
up their minds? Alligators is a fast-paced
thriller, proving that the past can never truly be
forgotten, and all it takes is one pointed finger
to undo a lifetime’s achievement.

24-25, 28 January-1
February 2020, 8pm
Sunday Matinee 26
January, 2.30pm
Booking opens 1
November 2019
Studio

Drama, humour, warmth…
and some malice
Welcome to the Abbey Theatre’s
new season of productions,
spearheaded as usual by our
resident company, the Company
of Ten.
There’s a gentle start in September
with a Main Stage production
of Alan Bennett’s Office Suite,
comprising A Visit from Miss
Prothero and Green Forms. Both
one act plays were penned in the
late 1970s and both are extremely
funny, representing a world of work
we can still identify with today.
Martin Crimp’s Dealing With
Clair, in the Studio in October, is
a sharply written contemporary
drama which introduces us to a
young female estate agent and an
increasingly creepy potential cash
buyer. This is a play about urban
loneliness and greed, echoing the
real-life Suzie Lamplugh case.
Crimp’s mastery of language,
wit and verve really draws the
audience in.

Lee Hall’s play, The Pitmen
Painters, on the Main Stage in
November, is a warm, inspiring
play about a group of miners who
decide to learn about art from a
university lecturer. The contrast
of the men working down the pit
in the day, and discussing the
Old Masters by night, is highly
entertaining. Lee Hall is also known
for writing Billy Elliot and the recent
Elton John biopic, Rocketman.
In December, the CoT brings
Roald Dahl’s George’s Marvellous
Medicine to the Main Stage. It’s
an adaptation by David Wood
that introduces us to a range of
colourful characters, including
George’s bossy, slug-eating
grandmother. George plans to
create a new medicine that will
change her nasty nature forever.
But pretty well everything that
could go wrong, does...

The CoT’s first Studio production
of the new year is Alligators by
Andrew Keatley. This is an astute,
timely play about the difference
between fact and rumour. A
schoolteacher is accused of
abusing a pupil. Once suspended
by his school, he’s faced with legal
interrogation, a wife who doubts
his innocence, a traumatised
seven-year-old daughter and trial
by media. But who’s to say he isn’t
innocent?
The Abbey Theatre is also
proud to present a range of
other entertainments including
Humdingers comedy nights,
St Albans Chamber Opera with
The Boatswain’s Mate, the
Shakespeare Schools Festival and
Rogue Opera’s production of Don
Giovanni, which includes some
schools’ performances.
Martin Goodman
Chair, Abbey Theatre Trust

